
1649] RELA TfON OF 1648-49 127

first and the second assault, having killed among the
enemy some thirty of their most venturesome men,
besides many wounded. But, finally, number has
the advantage,— the Iroquois having undermined
with blows of their hatchets the palisade of stakes,
and having made a passage for themselves through
considerable breaches.

Toward nine o'clock in the morning, we perceived
from our house at Sainte Marie the fire which was
consuming the cabins of that village, where the
enemy, having entered victoriously, had reduced
everything to desolation,— casting into the midst of
the flames the old men, the sick, the children who
had not been able to escape, and all those who, being
too severely wounded, could not have followed them
into captivity. At the sight of those flames, and by
the color of the smoke which issued from them, we
understood sufficiently what was happening,—this
village of Saint Louys not being farther distant from
us than one league. Two Christians, who escaped
from the fire, arrived almost at the same time, and
gave us assurance of it.

In this village of Saint Louys were at that time
two of our Fathers,— Father Jean de Brebeuf and
Father Gabriel Lallement, [37] who had charge of
five closely neighboring villages; these formed but
one of the eleven Missions of which we have spoken
above; we named it the Mission of St. Ignace.

Some Christians had begged the Fathers to pre-
serve their lives for the glory of God,—which would
have been as easy for them as for the more than 500
persons who went away at the first alarm, and had
abundant leisure to reach a place of security; but
their zeal could not permit them, and the salvation


